BOOK REVIEW

I Dr. Amarijiva Lochan, Delhi University, India

The Lady in the Mirror
(A Collection of stories by Charu Vashishtha Gulati)

This is a collection of 8 stories picked out from day-to-day life in
Indian society. How the wife suffers from the load of daily chore, how
a sorrowful and struggling Madhav comes out triumphantly to become
millionaire, and how a powerful IAS Officer finds his life empty are
some of stories which depict the modern time frustration and struggle
of the people of a developing country like India. The central theme of
the Book is rather subtle one. Though the story talks about different
people, different times and different scenario, the invisible thread that
binds them together is that of self-discovery. Once you look deeper,
you will find that all the stories are about discovering one’s true self
and finding peace and acceptance in face of that discovery.

The book is fairly entertaining. The stories are easy to read and since they all are so different in their scope and
storyline; the collection is a diverse one. Some of the stories are soulful and they manage to leave a lasting impression
on the reader.
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