BOOK REVIEW

The Modi Doctrine: new Paradigms in India’s Foreign Policy

Edited by Anirban Ganguly, Vijay Chauthaiwale and Uttam Kumar Sinha, New Delhi:
Wisdom Tree and Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee Research Foundation. 2016

The Modi Doctrine is a book of essays by a group of politics and foreign policy analysts
and diplomats. The articles in this book make genuine attempts to review the direction India

is now taking to pursue. The Book carries articles highlighting shift in the policy without e
losing its core identity of the Modi Government which is far away from the Nehruvian model THE
of foreign policy. When a contributor (Cleo Paskal, Associate Fellow, the Royal Institute of [\/\ODI

International Affairs London, UK) writes that “Modi’s foreign policy during his first two years DOCTRINE
in power has been like getting a master class in geopolitics”, it is further echoed by other
experts in the Book such as Lisa Curtis (Heritage Foundation) who adds: Modi has “pursued
a bolder and more innovative foreign policy than his predecessor, Manmohan Singh.” Tariq A
Karim, a former Ambassador of Bangladesh delves into the dynamics of India’s parliamentary
democracy where he lauds Modi’s effort to get the two Houses, opposition parties and the
state governments concerned on the same page.

In all 21 scholarly written articles in the volume, they deal specifically with bilateral or
multilateral relationships. As a reader, one gets further insights into the accomplishments: Modi
starting his PM job with invitations to all Heads of SAARC countries, the ‘Look East’ policy
becoming ‘Act East’ policy; tremendous boost to FDI, rescue operations of Indians stranded
overseas, elc. The Modi Doctrine is therefore a MUST in the libraries academic institutions,
research centres.
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Reviewed by Dr Amarjiva Lochan, University of Delhi, Delhi, India
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