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The Research Project (2012-2015) on
“The Role of Hinduism, Sikhism and Jainism in Strength-building

Indian-Thai Families, Society and Culture in Thailand”
Sophana Srichampa

Abstract

Indian Thais and Indians in Thailand number 150,000-180,000. They are mainly Hindus
and Sikhs are two of five national Thai religions which are under the Department of Religions.
Hindu Samaj look after Hinduism and Sri Guru Singh Sabha takes care of Sikhism. As for
Jainism, which was brought to Thailand by Indian businessmen around 50 years ago, there is
no formal structure as with the other Indian religions.

According to this study, these three religions play roles as 1) spiritual places for the
followers who study and practice the religious teachings lifelong 2) social places for believers
in common who may come from the same or different communities, the same state or
country (India) both from within and outside Thailand and including others (Thais) to meet
and do activities together for the benefit of followers, commmunities and society 3) centers of
grooming and maintaining the culture of the followers from generation to generation 4)
learning centers for others to learn about the religious concepts, the holy places including
through website distribution 5) centers for receiving donation from followers to provide
activities in the religious places and helping with social activities 6) places for training the
successors by working together and 7) a channel for Hinduism, Sikhism and Jainism to
establish and maintain relations between India-Thailand through common beliefs

However, the gap between generations and time has had a considerable effect on the
way of life of new generations which may conflict with the religious traditions and thinking of
the old generation. Therefore, the associations in charge must find a way to resolve tensions
by mediation and accept changes which will lead to partnership between age-groups to

ensure the preservation of their values, strength and society.
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