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The Research Project (2009-2010) on
“Indians in Thailand: The Dynamics Moving Thai Society in ASEAN and ASIA”

Sophana Srichampa

Abstract

The Indian-Thais and the Indians in Thailand migrated and traveled to Thailand only for
doing business. “Textile” is an outstanding identity of the Indians because they have done it
since the beginning. Later on, the Chinese-Thais started dominating this occupation more.
Resultantly, the Indian-Thais” textile has been changed gradually after the third generation to
other fields because of the higher education of their descendants. They earn their living
according to their interest and expertise. Due to the fact that the FTA between Thailand and
China has been implemented, merchandises from China including clothes now flow into the
textile market leading to the replacement of more shops of the Indian-Thais at Phahurat and
Sampheng areas. Moreover, all processes of producing textiles are required for tax which
discourages this career. Therefore, the Indian-Thais change to do other businesses which are
not only limited to the regional requirements but they also expand it to a global stage. Later,
there is the transnational business from India including IT groups which have been investing in
Thailand with great success. They can expand their business to other fields and to the globe.
In the religious, social and cultural aspects, the Indian-Thais and Indians are still strict in their
practices according to their principles of religions. They can maintain their identity well. They
have contributed to Thai society in various aspects without showing off to the society. The
Indian-Thais and Indians in Thailand are the outstanding silent group of the Thai society who is

moving the society to ASEAN, ASIA and the globe.
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