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Bishnupur is a holy city in West Bengal.
The city is of significant place in the state. It was formerly
the capital of the Malla dynasty governed by a king,
and experienced prosperity during the 16" to 18™
centuries. Evidence of this affluence is manifested
in the architecture adorned with intricate terracotta
patterns, depicting narratives of various deities in
Hinduism, particularly Krishna, the principal deity
of this city. The epic of Mahabharata was inscribed
in bas-relief sculpture. The terracotta technique
embellished historical structures such as the
Shyamrai Temple, constructed around 1643.!

The atmosphere of the houses of the villagers in Bishnupur.

% Bishnupur :
Land of Gods and
Craftsmanship

The Keshta Raya Temple similarly portraits the
narrative of Lord Krishna and the Mahabharata epic.
This is depicted through the terracotta decorations on
the building frontage, which resemble the pages of
an open book or textbook. The visual representation
appears to be intended for the locals to comprehend
these narratives through visual language. The skillful
and delicate construction of the decorations contrasts
with the simple curved roof of the structure, which
resembles the roof of a Bengali house. According to
surveys conducted by British archaeologists during
the 18" century, small towns such as Bishnupur
possessed approximately 450 temples with such
terracotta decorations, although only 20 temples
remain today?. Nevertheless, this extant architecture
continues to effectively demonstrate the cultural and
religious sophistication of the region.
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1 Kevinstandagehotography (2024,February 8) Shyam Rai Temple —
Bishnupur, Retrieved December 26. 2024, https://kevinstandage
photography.wordpress.com/2024/02/08/shyam-rai-temple-
bishnupur/
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Approximately 7 years ago, the author became
aware of the city through the account of a professor in
the Department of Design, Visva-Bharati University
Santiniketan, who recommended a researcher with a
particular interest and expertise in Indian weaving.

This constitutes the allure of such a city.
It maintains the local culture in its entirety. The city
exhibits hygienic conditions with historical narratives
and the mystique of the Hindu religion, adhering
strictly to various beliefs. It is observable that at
every 100-meter interval of the villagers’ residences,
there exists a Hindu temple or decorated god-themed
ornamentation. These vibrantly coloured dwellings
represent the charm that attracts visitors to make
multiple sojourns to Bishnupur.

Cocoons and silk threads

The silk exhibits complex designs of gods and
Apsaras imagery. It demonstrates the continuity of
India’s advanced craftsmanship. This tradition remains
evident in contemporary times, as exemplified by the
author experience examining and handling woven
fabric from Bishnupur, acquired from the spouse of
a Visva-Bharati University Santiniketan official. The
individual had purchased a golden sari featuring an
Apsara pattern from Bishnupur over a decade ago for
about 8,000 rupees. Presently, this sari has become a
familial heirloom for the owner’s daughter, with its
value having appreciated over time.

Bishnupur is a weaving village where the
inhabitants continue to practice the traditional
technique of pit weaving, with the technique of
producing hand-woven silk. For instance, one house
included a white silk cocoon the size of a duck’s egg.
In pots, they wait to be boiled and the silkworms
harvested. This process is predominantly performed
by women. Other house silk is dyed and weaved.

Weaving process in each home
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Weaving process
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In India, the loom design facilitates the weaver’s
position, allowing them to sit with their legs suspended
in an excavated area during the weaving process
the majority of weavers are male. The loom’s vertical
dimension within the dwelling, measured from
floor to ceiling, typically ranges from four to five
meters. The fabric’s pattern is positioned above the
weaver’s head, resulting in a distinctive technique.
Furthermore, a specialized method of Bishnupur
fabric weaving is employed to regulate air circulation
and light within the dwelling, contributing to the
durability and longevity of the silk and woven
fabric. This method has been transmitted through
successive generations. It is considered a superior
form of handicraft that continues to be woven and
preserved in contemporary times.? This silkworm is
referred to as ‘Eri’ by Thais, a local Indian silkworm
not commonly found in Thailand. In Thailand, the
loom structure differs significantly.

It is impressive that Bishnupur people’s
continued adherence to classical and noble traditions.
souvenir shops sell ceramics with unique features
atreasonable costs. Taxis are available at a reasonable
price and People are friendly and willing to share in-
formation with visitors. Students in the surrounding
area also frequently travel to experience historical
traces of the ancient capital, like Bishnupur, and
know more. Because of this, Bishnupur is a popular
tourist destination in West Bengal who appreciate
art, culture, and traditional Indian rituals.

3 Aevum (2024) Weavers of Bishnupur, Retrieved December 26.
2024 , https://www.aevum.in.
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