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To Read

“The Last Mughal: The Fall of a Dynasty,
Delhi, 1857,” authored by Western historian
William Dalrymple and published by Penguin Books
India in 2007, is a highly recommended work about
India. Subsequently, in 2023, Matichon Publish-
ing House released the Thai version, translated by
Suphatra Bhumipraphas.

This book provides an account of Indian history
in the 1850s. The year 1858 marked the end of the
British East India Company’s rule and the Mughal
(Muslim dynasty), followed by the commencement
of the British crown era. This book offers insights into
certain aspects and significant chronological events
of the British presence in India.

To know (the context of Indian history)

In the history of the British colonial period
in India, two predominant eras comprised five
periods: a) three periods during the British East India
Company era, and b) two periods during the British
Crown era. This book refers to the British East India
Company era as the “Company” era. The first period
spans 122 years between 1651 and 1773, during
which they established the “Factory” called Fort
William on the banks of the Hugli River in Bengal
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(although the first fort was built in South India).
The second period, following the Regulating Act of
1773, lasted 55 years between 1773 and 1828, with
the highest position designated as Governor-General
of Fort William. The third period, following the
Charter Act, extended from 1833 to 1856, totalling
23 years, with the highest position designated as
Governor-General of India. (Majumdar, R.C., et al,
2009) This period coincides with the reign of the last
two Mughal emperors: Akbar II or Akbar Shah, the
19th emperor, and his son, the 20th emperor, Bahadur
Shah I or Bahadur Shah Zafar.

During the Crown era, the British Parliament
directly governed India following the dissolution
of the East India Company, with Queen Victoria
assuming the title of Empress of India. The initial
period spanned 78 years from November 1, 1858,
to April 18, 1936, during which the highest
administrative position was designated as Governor-
General, and Viceroy from 1858. The subsequent
period, following the Government of India Act 1935,
lasted from 1937 to 1947, with the highest position
termed Governor-General and Crown Representative.
Significant urban centers during both eras included
Fort William, which served as the capital, predating
Calcutta. This fort functioned as the capital from



1858 until 1911, when it was relocated to New Delhi.
The Crown established New Delhi as the eighth
iteration of Delhi (the seventh having been created
by the Mughals. This book delineates the chronol-
ogy of Lucknow, which developed from the British
Residency or Civil Lines from 1775 (era 1 — period
2). During this time, authority was transferred from
the Nawab! of Faizabad, governor of Awadh (also
spelled Oudh/Oude), and subsequently, with the
Charter Act of 1853 (era 1 — period 3), military
authority was transferred to Lucknow. (District
Lucknow, 2023)

The majority of documentary evidence
surrounding Awadh indicates that the East India
Company effectively controlled the region from
1856. This book also corroborates Awadh’s
significance for both British and Indian interests and
marks the inception of the events of 1857.

Intervening developments (era 1 — period 3)
include: a) The Anglo-Sikh War in Punjab, which
necessitated the redeployment of Company forces
from Awadh and Bengal to engage the Sikh army.
The second of these conflicts concluded in 1849,
resulting in the annexation of Lahore by the Company
(the final Indian territory to come under British control).
b) The Company’s successful implementation
of telegraph technology in 1853, establishing
communication between Calcutta and Agra. This
text notes instances of telegraph line sabotage by
members of the Indian army.

Regarding local Indian military forces under
British command: the primary base camps were
situated in Bengal and Awadh, facilitating the
recruitment of local personnel. This book references
certain ethnic groups and their communities in both
India and Pakistan, specifically Gujars and Rajputs
from Gujarat and Rajasthan, and Jats from Punjab.
Before 1849, these groups primarily comprised
Hindus and Muslims. Subsequently, the Sikhs
emerged as a new demographic. These groups
also participated in British-controlled territories in
Southeast Asia, including Malaysia, Singapore, and
Burma. The events of 1857 resulted in the defeat of

1 Nawab or Subadar or governor

what the British termed a mutiny, but which India
regarded as the first struggle for independence or
revolutionary movement. A notable figure from
Uttar Pradesh, Mangal Pandey — a sepoy of the
Bengal Native Infantry — initiated the uprising
(March 29) but was subsequently executed by
hanging in Bengal (April 8). Uttar Pradesh venerates
him as a great freedom fighter. The last Mughal
emperor was ultimately exiled to Irrawaddy in Burma
(December 8, 1858).

Conclusion

This article, which follows the timeline of
British rule in India, can provide valuable insights
for Thai readers to enhance their understanding of
Indian history and politics during the time of the
last Mughal emperor and the beginning of British
colonial history. The analysis focuses on three
primary dimensions: a) geographical shifts involving
Kolkata, the capital of West Bengal state, Lucknow,
the capital of Bihar state, and the New Delhi
district of Delhi; b) advancements in communication
technology, specifically the introduction of the
telegraph by the British; and c) the pivotal moment
in the transition from Mughal to British rule, marked
by the uprising of Indian soldiers fighting for
independence (1857 revolt). Following their defeat,
the rebels initiated a period known as the British
Crown, which lasted for 89 years from 1858 to 1947,
with 1857 serving as the commencement year.
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Memorial of the last Mughal,
Yangon (Mukherjee, Subhadip.
2023)

The Emperor Bahadur Shah II and two of
his sons in 1838

(Opaque watercolor and gold on paper, by
Ghulam ‘Ali Khan)
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