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INDIAN PM Narendra Modi
Paid a Visitto the
ASEAN Summit, in 2024

India and ASEAN established their partnership
as Sectoral Dialogue Partners in 1992, Dialogue
Partners in 1996, and upgraded relations to Summit
level in 2002. A wide range of cooperation exists
between parties and India looks to this regional
organization as one of the pillars of its Act East
Policy (AEP) from 2014. ASEAN has its strengths
as a regional grouping, and a strategic geographical
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location (for example Strait of Malacca - a key
shipping route for global trade). It has regional stability
(with the exception of Myanmar), supports this
economic powerhouse with a growing middle
class of 630 million in 2021' (Lee, 2021) and an
expanding market for investment. ASEAN was the
world’s fourth biggest exporter in 20222, (Kurnia
et al., 2024) underpinned by cultural diversity and
cooperation.

1 Lee, S.-H. (2021). ASEAN's economic security and regional economic cooperation: Past, present, and future. https://doi.

org/10.1177/20578911211032135

2 Kurnia, R., Muhammad Nafaris Al-Fath, Z. L., Sari, M., & Kurniawan, M. (2024). Pengaruh Perdagangan Internasional
Ekspor Dan Impor Terhadap Pertumbuhan Ekonomi Di Negara ASEAN. Anggaran, 2(2), 280-301. https://doi.org/10.61132/
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The 10-member regional grouping is crucial for India’s
Act East and Indo-Pacific strategies, to counterbalance the
imperial intentions of big powers in the region, expand India’s
Northeast connections, and ehance regional trade. Both parties
want a rule-based world system to secure peace and stability in
the world. Where many parts of the globe are in conflict. The
biggest transit transportation projects include India - Myanmar
Thailand (IMT) Trilateral - Highway and the Kaladan
Multimodal Transit Transportation Project (delayed now
due to the ongoing political crisis in Myanmar). This helps
connect India to ASEAN as part of AEP that focuses on
the 4C- namely Culture, Connectivity, Cooperation, Coordination,
and as well as Dialogue. This is very much aligned with
ASEAN: Enhancing Connectivity and Resilience.

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
met H.E. Ms. Paetongtarn Shinawatra,
Prime Minister of Thailand

Source: https://www.pmindia.gov.
in/en/news_updates/meeting-of-pm-with-
prime-minister-of-thailand/
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The India-ASEAN Summit was held on
October 10-11, 2024, in Vientiane, Lao PDR, with
the participation of the Indian Prime Minister. The
year 2024 marked a decade since the inception of
India’s AEP? and serves as a milestone in India-
ASEAN relations in trade, security, and connectivity
within the Indo-Pacific region. India celebrated a
decade of the AEP and many cultural and youth
programs were organized by the Government of India.
ASEAN and India agreed to enhance the ASEAN-
India Comprehensive Strategic Partnership to
promote regional peace, stability, and prosperity,
aligning with the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-
Pacific (AOIP) in joint statement*

India’s Prime Minister announced a 10-point
plan at the summit designated 2025 as the
“ASEAN-India Year of Tourism. India plans to
contribute five million US dollars towards a joint
tourism initiative with ASEAN countries. The
financial contribution from India suggests a
commitment to promoting tourism and strengthening
ties through collaborative tourism efforts. In 2025,
the Women Scientists Conclave will be held through
the ASEAN - India Science collaboration. Both have
agreed to fast-track negotiations for a review of the
existing free trade agreement in goods between the
two regions and conclude the talks during 2025.
Educational linkages between them are quite strong.
Nalanda University’s Centre of Knowledge offers

scholarships for ASEAN students will be double
the number of new scholarships in the agriculture
sector. Both have agreed to review trade-in goods
agreements to benefit their interests. The ASEAN
region is prone to natural disasters due to its geography.
In this context, India’s disaster resilience with five
USD million will be contributed. Furthermore,
health has become a key topic of discussion among
states since COVID-19. So now regular interactions
between ASEAN and India are suggested to build
health resilience.

Digital payment platforms are very easily
accessible in today’s era. India is interested in cyber
cooperation and digital security to boost relations
with ASEAN. The initial ASEAN- India Track 1
Cyber Policy Dialogue was held in Singapore in
2024 are represented a key step in fostering and
making safe use of digital and cyber platforms for
users. Lastly, climate resilience initiatives and green
hydrogen are also areas of discussion. India’s plant a
tree for mother’ campaign is supported by ASEAN
leaders to encourage environmental sustainability.

After the summit Indian PM Modi concluded
that India and ASEAN are great partners with
positive discussions, valuable insights, and suggestions.
In the future, they will focus on strengthening
digital transformation and comprehensive strategic
partnerships but in the meantime, 2025 will be
dedicated to a review of trade and the year of
tourism.

3 Prime Minister Office, Posted On: 10 OCT 2024, by PIB Delhi

4 Ministry of External Affairs, Media Centre, 10 October, 2024.
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