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in Vighnaharta Ganesh Series

Figures 1 and 2: The Wise Lord Ganesha’

Pride and confidence are aspects of arrogance
that can be both positive and negative. On the
positive side, it reflects the intention, determination,
and persistence in achieving one’s goals. However,
on the negative side, they can manifest as egoism,
stubbornness, narcissism, and self-righteousness,
which may lead to conflicts in interpersonal
relationships.

The decisions and authoritative attitude
of Lord Indra or Devaraja Indra from the
Vighnaharta Ganesh series are associated with
the role of deities and the ruler of the world. With
his elevated position and power, he demonstrates
confidence and decisive decision-making. This
reflects the positive side of assertiveness that
safeguards the earth and heavens from threats. However,
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Indra’s assertiveness as the king of the gods (Devas)
also reveals a negative aspect that often results in
disregarding the significance of others or being
careless about their roles and responsibilities. This
role thus represents the complexity of leadership,
which necessitates a balance between confidence
in authority and humility in considering the
perspectives of others.

1 Thairath online. Ganesha: The Transformation from Indian God to Thai Religious Faith [online]. 2018.
Available from: https://www.thairath.co.th/lifestyle/life/1347911. [27 January 2025].
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The arrogance of the Devaraja Indra

The Vighnaharta Ganesh Series has subtly
incorporated life lessons for the viewers, particularly
on ‘arrogance’. Several key episodes highlight this
theme. The series illustrates the self-righteousness
of Devaraja Indra (known as Indra, the god-king),
resulting in significant lessons from Lord Ganesha
and Mahadeva (Siva or the Great god). The series
imparts insights into viewers’ lives, particularly
emphasizing the concept of ‘assertiveness.” The
episode entitled ‘The arrogance of the god Indra’
presents a narrative wherein Ganesha invites Indra
to assist in dispersing rain clouds. Indra neglects his
duties, expressing dissatisfaction and disregarding
Ganesh’s invitation.

Later, Shiva initiates a test of Indra’s
commitment to his duties. His excessive narcissism
engenders self-righteousness towards Lord Ganesha
and Mahadeva. Devisaji (Indrani or Saji, the goddess)
becomes concerned upon observing Indra’s self-
righteousness, prompting her to implore Jupiter
(Gurudeva Brihaspati) to intervene and calm down
Indra’s anger before he meets with Mahadeva and
Lord Ganesha.

Mahadeva’s attempts to inculcate consciousness
in Indra were futile due to his arrogance and blinded
vision. Later, he initiates a test of Indra’s commitment
to his duties and transforms as “Aghori,” who was
hampering Devaraja Indra and Gurudeva Brihaspati’s
journey to Mount Kailash. Upon encountering the
two parties, Indra exhibited his arrogance by instructing
Erawan to confront Aghori. However, Erawan,
recognized Aghori’s true identity, wept and knelt in
high regard.

This act of disobedience and perceived
disrespect inflames Devaraja Indra, who sought
to punish Erawan. Aghori intervened, stating,
“Arrogance is considered harmful and damaged
a person’s character that leads its victims to err and
behave inappropriately. Consequently, the afflicted
individual may unjustly harm those who are more
vulnerable.” This statement further provoked
Devaraja Indra, who redirected his punitive
intentions toward Aghori. Erawan intervened as
Aghori counterbalanced Indra’s divine power and
issued a warning.
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During the confrontation, Indra displays his
arrogance by summoning thunder (Vajra) to eliminate
the transformed Aghori, Mahadeva opens his third eye
to administer punishment to Indra, projecting a fireball
to cause Indra’s demise. This action causes Aghori to
transform into a great deity, proclaiming, “Your
arrogance and your position as King of the gods are
incompatible. The universe no longer requires a
deity of your nature; you must disappear, and you
will become ashes of the god”. Subsequently, the
gods appealed to Mahadeva for mercy on behalf of
Devaraja Indra.

However, Mahadeva remained outraged,
asserting that demons face consequences for their
misdeed and that Indra should be held to the same
standard. Indra sought Mahadeva’s forgiveness and
accepted the impending punishment. Goddess
Parvati moderated, requesting Mahadeva’s
forgiveness for Devaraja. Nevertheless, the fireball
manifestation of Mahadeva’s wrath continued to
pursue Devaraja. Mahadeva ultimately halted the
fireball, preserving Devaraja Indra’s existence and
the integrity of the universe. Mahadeva and Sri
Ganesh then extended forgiveness to Devaraja
Indra. This narrative recounted the interaction
between Indra and Aghori, witnessed by the
assembled deities who observed Indra’s arrogant
behaviour toward Mahadeva in the form of Aghori.

The author has employed specific dialogues to

illustrate Indra’s arrogance.

* [ am the god Indra. I don’t have to follow
anyone’s orders, ever. (Devaraja Indra)

* His ego is growing. It is possessing him
(Vishnu).

* His ego is growing to overshadow his
intellect. He oversteps his boundaries.
At that time, he could not recognize who
was who (Sri Ganesha)

* Indradeva, don’t say anything. You are
angry and words spoken in anger will bring
destruction. (Gurudeva Brihaspati).

» Erawan’s devotion does not prevent Indra
from engaging in great sins. (Goddess
Parvati)



* Great position. It comes with responsibility.
The higher you go, the more responsibility
you have (Mahadeva).

* When people feel self-righteous. He
could not distinguish between respect and
disrespect. That’s not Indra Devi. But it
was the sound of his self-righteousness.
(Goddess Parvati)

» Erawan can step on or kick it. But you must
put the Aghori out of my way. This is an
order, Erawan! (Devaraja Indra).

Figure 3: The God King Indra commanded Erawan
to deal with Aghori’.

The test from the great god Shiva in the form
of Aghori serves as a crucial lesson. It aimed to
mitigate Devaraja Indra’s arrogance, a significant
impediment to effective leadership. Mahadeva
intended not to destroy him but to implant
awareness of his responsibility as a leader to
protect and assist those in need instead of prioritizing
power and prestige. But “I want you to be aware of
your responsibility as a leader to protect and help
those in need, instead of clutching your power and
prestige”. This test also highlights the necessity
for the appropriate use of power, emphasizing the
avoidance of power as a means to express anger
or cause harm. Furthermore, it underscores the
importance of humility, which is a fundamental
quality of leadership.

2 Vighnaharta Ganesh Series Ep.36 4/4.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= WYaO VmuddA

Conclusion:

Self-assurance is not inherently negative.
If managed and utilized constructively, such as a
motivating force in one’s work or in advocating
for what is right, it can effectively become a
positive influence that contributes to personal and
societal development. In the context of Devaraja
Indra, assertiveness reflects that a leader’s role is
predicated not solely on power or respect but also on
the responsibility to assist and support those in need,
adapt, acknowledge mistakes, and maintain humility.
Effective leaders must be receptive to the opinions of
others and prepared to establish a balance between
authorities and duties by exercising power judiciously
and with consideration for ethical principles.
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