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A Cultural Tourism
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Cultural tourism appears to be gaining popularity
quicker than other tourism segments and faster
than the global tourism growth rate. The UNWTO
recently confirmed that cultural tourism is essential to
international tourist consumption, accounting for
more than 39% of tourism arrivals. The allusion
implies that historical and cultural heritage plays a
significant role in tourism development. The historical
and cultural legacy becomes one of the critical
economic prospects for governments to generate
cash. The relationship between culture, heritage, and
tourism is essential. As a result, we must strengthen ties
between cultural heritage, which is an expression
of a community’s ways of life passed down from
generation to generation and includes customs,
practices, places, objects, artistic expressions, and
values, and tourism, which could be an essential
sustainability tool.

The historical and cultural linkages between
India and Thailand are the primary elements influencing
international tourism between the two countries.
This has resulted in Thai tourists making decisions
about South Indian tourism. Cultural links have
been discovered in Tamil Nadu based on socio-cultural

influences. For centuries, Hinduism and Theravada,
Brahmanism, and Indian scripts, especially the
Pallava script, which originated with the letters Mon,
Khmer, and Thailand, were transmitted into Thailand
via Indian maritime trade. These routes began on the
Coromandel Coast, which runs along the coast of
Tamil Nadu. In Tamil Nadu, various archeological
sites, museums, and old buildings, such as granite
shrines, represent the majesty of Tamil craftsmanship
since ancient times. It also has Hindu temples that are
distinguished and maintain Hindu art by Thai people’s
belief in worship, such as the shrines of Ganesh, Lord
Shiva, and Uma, as well as Tamil people’s lifestyle,
such as the uniqueness of the costumes with beautiful
weaving and local Indian food with less spice
flavor, which is more appealing to Thai people than
other parts of India'. Additionally, Indian arts and
tales have significantly impacted traditional Thai
literature and drama. The Ramakien is an essential
Thai literary work based on the Hindu epic Ramayana.
This prompted Thais to visit Rama’s bridge in the
city of Rameshwaram. Furthermore, some holidays
traditionally celebrate events from Hindu mythology,
such as the Karthigai Deepam Festival or Light

1 Thai tourists, interview by Pakdeekul Ratana, December 10, 2019.
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Festival, which predominantly worships the divinity
of women in Hinduism and is held each year from
mid-November to December. The character of Tamil
Nadu tourism can be considered to conform to the
concept of cultural tourism in that tourists’ desire
to learn about the culture-historical legacy, visit the
architecture, and experience the lifestyle of the people
in the country.
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An interesting observation from my empirical
research in Tamil Nadu in 2019 was that Indians
were interested in visiting cultural attractions such
as cultural heritage, museums, rock forts, and natural
places. It was discovered that Indian visitors traveled
for leisure as families, couples, students, and teachers

from various schools and visited religious monasteries
such as Hindu temples, Jain temples, and Baha’i
temples. Most people came to worship and learned
about the culture. According to interviews, Indian
tourists from towns more than 1,000 kilometers away
visited Thanjavur’s Brihadeeswara Temple. Most
tourists used trains for convenience and economy,
and they traveled on weekends and weekdays. I spoke
with Indian tourists at various locations, many of
whom could tell stories about the history and origins
of the sites.

The study also discovered the possibility of
developing sustainable tourism between India and
Thailand. Tamil Nadu tourism could help make
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tourism more sustainable by focusing on local
priorities like protecting and preserving cultural
heritage sites, honoring local culture, and keeping
local resources in good shape to meet the local
economy’s needs and cultural aesthetics that can help
keep cultural identity alive. Furthermore, the Indian
government announced a ban on single-use plastics
such as plastic bags, plastic spoons, and plastic cups,
requiring service industries such as restaurants,
stores, and even airlines to serve tourists with natural
materials such as banana leaves in restaurants, fabric
bags or paper bags in stores, and teaspoons in aircraft.
Tourists must adapt the tourist industry’s natural
elements, which correspond to the eco-tourism model,
in another way.

The sustainable tourism development approach
is exemplified in cities like Pondicherry in Tamil
Nadu, where the tourism policy embraces sustainability
principles. In an interview with Mr. Ajay Kumar
Singh, Director of the Pondicherry Department
of Tourism, he stated that Pondicherry’s tourism
management employs a sustainable tourism approach:
“Spend more, consume less” to maintain a high
level of tourist satisfaction and provide a meaningful
experience to tourists, as well as raise awareness about
sustainability issues and promote sustainable tourism
practices among people. Pondicherry is promoted
as a city rich in culture and nature and a destination
for leisure travelers, family vacations, and couples’
honeymoons. MICE (meetings, incentive travel,
conventions, exhibits), a business organization
interested in organizing conferences and international
exhibitions to gain additional revenue in advance of
week-to-day tourism, has recently opened tourist
markets to quality visitors. This group spends three to
four times as much as the average tourist. While the
number of tourists increases, tourism organizations
have a role in encouraging people to be mindful
of natural resources and to support environmental
campaigns such as no waste, no plastics, a clean and
green city, bicycle, evening walking streets around
the beach, and so on.

Nonetheless, tourism in Tamil Nadu promotes
fewer local attractions in terms of handicrafts and
gastronomy, at least in comparison to Thailand.
According to observations and discussions with
locals, Mahabalipuram is well-known for its silk
textiles, and Karaikudi is famous for its South-Indian
cuisine. However, with minimal publicity, Thai
people have yet to be discovered. Furthermore, there
are fewer souvenir shops for shopping around
tourist attractions than in Chiang Mai. This one of
Thailand’s most famous tourist attractions attracts
visitors with its historical, cultural, and natural
identity and serves tourists with traditional handicrafts
and local food. The Tourism and Sports Ministry of
Thailand estimated that in 2019, Chiang Mai received
8.08 million tourists, generating 84.2 billion baht in
tourism revenue, a 1.49% increases®

2 Dusida Worrachaddejchai, Bleak Outlook for Chiang Mai Hotels, Bangkok Post, December 3, 2019,
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1807339/bleak-outlook-for-chiang-mai-hotels
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(Courtesy: https://www.livechennai.com/detailnews.asp?newsid=51153; https://shorturl.at/hEYZS )

Tagunmnnuraulaainnisddadalssanduas
Feulusgniiunglul 2019 AetduwRaanlanay

a
I

dentnanuioniiaaneimusssn iy 1sannag
Taassn Wnasouel Toudiu wazaniuiinesssuani
wazinvefiuagiaduiiaiuniaieinadeudy
AsauAy A3N WNEEY wazAg ANlINEEUA1eT N0
FAuAne wazifenTudamiarau TREUR TALTY
wazdaunla audaulvnjandnnissuasSaudifeai
Tausssu annnsduntsnl dnviefitnsnduieann
Flassing fiagrineaantindn 1,000 Alawnsldday
BUIRLEUNAA19F Mo iiangs daulnnjiaunieion
solWileranuaznanuazdszuda waTLAUN I luT9gm
dlaviuazduassumn mmauimwmﬂﬂﬂuuﬂwmmm
mfs@umammmuwmm FavanaAugILaLan
Fasmafeaiudssimansuazduinifinesaniud
sl
nsAngerunuamiulllalunnswauwinig
vieafitnetnsdediuszuinuiouaring nsvieaiian
wiﬂmmmmmmﬂﬁﬂﬁmwimLﬁﬂqﬁaﬁumﬂﬁuim
saiulfinnsWanudndryestediu du manides
WATNNTBUTNHUNAIHIANNINTRUEIIN NITLANTN

TRUGTITNNDIDU WAZNITINHININNNT b R9D 1 13T

¢/ AN NANE ABLIALBIAINFBINITLDLATHFAA L

:a\ ‘
24 FICIA Vol XVI (2) 2024

(Courtesy: https://shorturl.at/twyA7)

(Courtesy: https://www.worldhistory.org/Tanjavur/)
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